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What is the Michigan International Prep School of Music?

The Michigan International Prep School of Music is part of a developing arts division of MIPS that provides 
students with exclusive training and experience as a musician. Students may elect to take just one or two 
classes from the School of Music to learn to play piano or guitar or sing. Students that are looking to pursue a 
potential career in music or want to take a deeper dive into music study can become a "Music Major" to 
complete an encompassing program of study that will earn them an Arts Endorsement on their MIPS diploma.  
The Arts Endorsement will indicate to colleges and universities a high level of training and achievement in the 
Arts.    

What does the School of Music offer students?

•  The School of Music provides individual and group 
training in the areas of PIANO, VOICE and GUITAR study.  
Whether you have never taken lessons before or you have 
years of experience, the School of Music will meet you 
where you are and take you to the next level of artistic 
development.  
•  The School of Music seeks to create well-rounded 
musicians by offering supplemental courses in Music 
Theory and Appreciating Music, a study of contemporary 
music and its impact on culture.   
•   Beyond the introductory levels, the School of Music 
connects students with each other through a cohort 
system of learning. All School of Music students will be 
placed in a cohort of peers that meet online each week for 
group instruction and interaction. Music students at MIPS 
become part of a supportive family of musicians! 
•  All of our School of Music students will have the 
opportunity to perform in public recitals and concerts to 
further develop performance experience.   
•   Extracurricular opportunities are available for School of 
Music students to apply their developing skills and to form 
connections with other students. Planned extracurriculars 
include: MIPS Choir, MIPS Rock Band, MIPS Theatrical 
Productions, a Virtual Choir performance, and special field 
trip opportunities to see concerts and musicals.  

School of Music Format

•  School of Music classes run a traditional 
semester length and begin in September and 
January. Students must register before the 
beginning of each semester to participate in 
School of Music classes. 
•  Because School of Music classes are in a 
cohort format students will proceed at the 
same pace as each other in a curriculum that  
requires 1-2 virtual classes per week plus 1-2 
assignments per week. The benefit of being 
part of a cohort is the opportunity to develop 
relationships with the instructor and fellow 
students through small group instruction and 
interaction.   
• Students taking piano, voice, or guitar 
lessons will receive technical training through 
videos and assignments as well as 
personalized coaching from experienced 
instructors who are specialists in their field.

How do I sign up for music courses?

•  If you are new to MIPS, contact us to 
express interest in being part of our School of 
Music!  
•  If you are a current MIPS student, 
communicate with your mentor that you wish 
to be part of the School of Music - they will be 
happy to sign you up and provide more 
information!

How do I become a Music Major?

To become a Music Major on the path to earning an Arts 
Endorsement, you will need to complete an application, 
interview, and audition. Talk to your mentor or contact 
MIPS to start the process of becoming a Music Major!



ELEMENTARY LEVEL

Beginning Piano - Grades 3-5 
*Intermediate Piano - Grades 4-5 

2020-21 School  Of Music Courses
MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL

Music in Movies (Grades 7/8) 
Beginning Piano  
*Intermediate Piano  
Beginning Voice 
*Intermediate Voice 
Beginning Guitar

Beginning Piano  
*Intermediate Piano  
*Advanced Piano 
Beginning Voice 
*Intermediate Voice 
*Advanced Voice 
Beginning Guitar 
Appreciating Music 1 & 2 
Music Theory 1 & 2

20 Benef its of  Studying Music

1. Musical training helps develop language and reasoning: Students who have early musical training will 
develop the areas of the brain related to language and reasoning. The left side of the brain is better developed 
with music, and songs can help imprint information on young minds. 
2. A mastery of memorization: Even when performing with sheet music, student musicians are constantly 
using their memory to perform. The skill of memorization can serve students well in education and beyond. 
3. Students learn to improve their work: Learning music promotes craftsmanship, and students learn to 
want to create good work instead of mediocre work. This desire can be applied to all subjects of study. 
4. Increased coordination: Students who practice with musical instruments can improve their hand-eye 
coordination. Just like playing sports, children can develop motor skills when playing music. 
5. A sense of achievement: Learning to play pieces of music on a new instrument can be a challenging, but 
achievable goal. Students who master even the smallest goal in music will be able to feel proud of their 
achievement. 
6. Kids stay engaged in school: An enjoyable subject like music can keep kids interested and engaged in 
school. Student musicians are likely to stay in school to achieve in other subjects. 
7. Success in society: Music is the fabric of our society, and music can shape abilities and character. 
Students in band or orchestra are less likely to abuse substances over their lifetime. Musical education can 
greatly contribute to children’s intellectual development as well. 
8. Emotional development: Students of music can be more emotionally developed, with empathy towards 
other cultures They also tend to have higher self esteem and are better at coping with anxiety. 
9. Students learn pattern recognition: Children can develop their math and pattern-recognition skills with the 
help of musical education. Playing music offers repetition in a fun format. 
10. Better SAT scores: Students who have experience with music performance or appreciation score higher 
on the SAT. One report indicates 63 points higher on verbal and 44 points higher on math for students in 
music appreciation courses. 
11. Fine-tuned auditory skills: Musicians can better detect meaningful, information-bearing elements in 
sounds, like the emotional meaning in a baby’s cry. Students who practice music can have better auditory 
attention, and pick out predictable patterns from surrounding noise. 
12. Music builds imagination and intellectual curiosity: Introducing music in the early childhood years can 
help foster a positive attitude toward learning and curiosity. Artistic education develops the whole brain and 
develops a child’s imagination. 
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13. Music can be relaxing: Students can fight stress by learning to play music. Soothing music is especially 
helpful in helping kids relax.e development of spatial intelligence, which allows them to perceive the world 
accurately and form mental pictures. Spatial intelligence is helpful for advanced mathematics and more. 
14. Musical instruments can teach discipline: Kids who learn to play an instrument can learn a valuable 
lesson in discipline. They will have to set time aside to practice and rise to the challenge of learning with 
discipline to master playing their instrument. 
15. Preparation for the creative economy: Investing in creative education can prepare students for the 21st 
century workforce. The new economy has created more artistic careers, and these jobs may grow faster than 
others in the future. 
16. Development in creative thinking: Kids who study the arts can learn to think creatively. This kind of 
education can help them solve problems by thinking outside the box and realizing that there may be more than 
one right answer. 
17. Music can develop spatial intelligence: Students who study music can improve the development of 
spatial intelligence, which allows them to perceive the world accurately and form mental pictures. Spatial 
intelligence is helpful for advanced mathematics and more. 
18. Kids can learn teamwork: Many musical education programs require teamwork as part of a band or 
orchestra. In these groups, students will learn how to work together and build camaraderie. 
19. Responsible risk-taking: Performing a musical piece can bring fear and anxiety. Doing so teaches kids 
how to take risks and deal with fear, which will help them become successful and reach their potential. 
20. Better self-confidence: With encouragement from teachers and parents, students playing a musical 
instrument can build pride and confidence. Musical education is also likely to develop better communication 
for students. 

To spearhead our new arts program MIPS is proud to welcome Christopher Card 
as our Director of Arts. 

Mr. Christopher Card is an accomplished singer, pianist and veteran educator 
that has led and grown school music programs for the past 26 years.  
Performing groups under Mr. Card's direction have received high honors at state 
and national festivals and competitions and have held an international reputation 
as a program of excellence. On four occasions Mr. Card's ensembles were 
selected to perform at the prestigious Carnegie Hall in New York City and twice 
have represented the United States in performance tours in Europe. Over recent 

years Mr. Card's performing groups have received six grand champion trophies at music festivals in the 
United States.  The YouTube channel for Mr. Card's performing groups has a worldwide audience with over 
1.5 million views.   

Mr. Card has directed numerous theatrical productions that have held a reputation for bringing amateur 
actors to professional standards of performance. His shows are known for creative and artistic excellence 
which has led to record breaking attendance with sold out showings.   

Mr. Card's approach to education is to infuse a high level of energy and enthusiasm, incorporating humour in 
his teaching. His former schools have recognized him as a master teacher that excels at drawing maximum 
potential out of all of his students in a caring environment.   

Mr. Card holds a Bachelors degree in Music Education from Western Michigan University and a Master’s 
Degree in Music Education from VanderCook College of Music in Chicago, IL. 

Mr. Card is happily married to his wife of 22 years, Christine. Together they enjoy raising their two children, 
Cullen and Ceana. He is excited to be taking on the adventure of implementing an arts program at MIPS!

Meet the Director of  Arts


